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SUMMARY 

After the parliamentary elections took place in Ukraine, Civic network "Opora", The Committee of 
voters of Ukraine and the project ElectUa.org published their final reports about the quality and the 
main characteristics of electoral campaign 2012. Among the main points were: maintenance of 
international standards and of national legislation during the process of election at the precinct and 
district electoral commissions. The main disturbance called the messages about the low-quality of 
electoral lists, which referenced the data of Governmental register of voters, the cases of bribing 
voters at the PEC and DEC, agitation before and in the day of election, tries of distortion the results 
during the counting process at some particular DECs etc. Such named facts gives us the right to 
declare that elections were free, but unfair in aspects of how electoral campaign was hold and of the 
quality of counting the votes. 
 
KEY POINTS 

 violations in the day of elections; 

 manipulation with the bailouts; 

 hindrance of activity of the official observers; 

 activity of precinct and district electoral commissions; 

 the chain of DOS-attacks on the servers of non-governmental organizations which observed 
the elections and of the Central electoral commission; 

 violations during the transportation of the electoral documents; 

 slow process of counting the results; 

 incorrect filling of official protocols about the results of voting; 

 general evaluation of the quality of the parliamentary electoral campaign by non-
governmental organizations.  

 
1. Violations in the day of elections 
From the beginning of September till the 4th of November 2012 the project Elect.UA received 1723 
messages about violations of the electoral legislation. The main period of activity when the major 
messages from the citizens were received was in the last day before the elections – 27th of October 
and during the voting day. Start with 7.00 a.m., at 28th of October virtual interactive platform Elect.Ua 
received 368 messages which compose 21% of the quantity of all messages.  As in the official report 
of the initiative Elect.UA is mentioned, the most typical violations in the voting day were: agitation in 
the day of election – 60 messages (16.30%); violation of the procedure of voting – 87 message 
(23,64%); violation of the counting the votes process – 22 messages  (6%); violation during the work 
of electoral commissions – 42 messages (11,41%). The main quantity of violations were fixed in 

http://oporaua.org/
http://electioninfo.org.ua/
http://electioninfo.org.ua/
http://electua.org/
http://electua.org/2012/11/06/electua-pidsumky/
http://electua.org/2012/11/06/electua-pidsumky/
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Lukhansk, Donetsk, Ternopil, Rivne, Vynnytsa regions and in the Autonomous Republic Crimea.  
Civic network "Opora" at their official site mentions that one of the most widespread violation which 
was fixed by observers in the day of elections, was the violation of the confidentiality of voting. Such 
cases were fixed in Kyiv, Cherkasy, Dnipropetrovsk, Kirovograd, Volyn, Vynnytsa, Poltava, Lukhansk and 
Mykolaiv regions. Precinct electoral commissions could not organize the order in the voting room and 
made it possible to violate the confidentiality of voting. There were also such cases (in majority – in 
Zaporizhya, Kherson, Mykolaiv and Dnipropetrovsk region), when near the electoral commissions 
strangers gave money or some presents to voters. Such facts witness about brutal violation of the law 
and can be qualified as bribing the voters which lead to responsibility for the crime.  
Also, in spite of the fact that it is against the law, some parties and candidates hold their agitation 
campaign among the voters in the day of election. In such cases subjects of electoral process and their 
supporters try to use the last chance for exaggerating the electoral rating.    
 
 
2. Manipulation with the bailouts 
The Committee of voters of Ukraine in their final report states, that among the other widespread 
disadvantages of organization of the elections, such as: formation the composition of some particular 
electoral commissions before the day of voting and the low quality of the electoral lists, there was 
such precedents when there were not enough electoral bailouts, abuses connected with the 
organization the voting “at home” and the stamp “Expelled” was used incorrectly. 
The facts of mass voting were fixed in the Donetsk region (DEC № 52, PEC № 140704). In Odessa 
region at one of the districts was fixed the fact of using the pens with “disappearing” ink for filling in 
the protocols or bailouts. There were some cases when bailouts were given illegally, besides in 
Dnipropetrovsk, Poltava, Rivne, Zhitomyr and Vynnytsa regions. Such cases gives us opportunity to 
declare about the unfair character of elections, falsification of the results in order to make it possible 
to manipulate with the bailouts. 
There were also fixed some cases when bailouts were brought out from the voting room and given to 
third persons. Such actions were the part of the technology “marry-go-round” (giving by the voter of 
clear bailout instead while changing it for filled bailout) in order to falsify the results of election. Such 
violations were fixed in Kyiv, Odessa, Lykhansk, Kherson and Zaporizhya regions. 
 
3. Hindrance of activity of the official observers 
At some districts there were fixed the cases of hindrance of activity of the official observers and other 
persons who had the right to be the witness of meetings of the electoral commission during the day 
of election. As it is mentioned in the report of Civic network "Opora", the part of official observers 
from the non-governmental organizations were rejected in possibility to be at the preparation 
meeting of the electoral commission. Such cases fixed in Lviv (PEC №460063, №460873), Rivne (PEC 
№560700), Khmelnitskyi (PEC №681110) regions. As a consequence, the rights of observers were not 
obeyed, they could not personally check the seal of box with the electoral documents, plumbing the 
box for bailouts and signing of  the control lists. During the whole day of election the members of PEC 
hindered the activity of the official observers in Dnipropetrovsk, Donetsk, Zakarpattya, Odessa, 
Poltava, Lviv, Kharkiv, Volyn, Rivne and Khmelnitskiy regions.  
 
4. Activity of precinct and district electoral commissions 
Separate tendency, which were observed during the whole electoral campaign and which were 
sharply defined at the voting day was unqualified work or violations by the members of electoral 
commissions. As it is mentioned in the report of Civic network "Opora", the start of the elections were 
with violations: 8% of the PEC and DEC were opened earlier than 8.00 a.m., when 7% - later.   
According to the information of the regional committees of the Committee of the voters of Ukraine, 

http://oporaua.org/news/3373-zvit-gromadjanskoji-merezhi-opora-za-rezultatamy-sposterezhennja-v-den-golosuvannja-na-vyborah-narodnyh-deputativ-28-zhovtnja-2012-roku
http://www.cvu.org.ua/?lang=ukr&mid=fp&id=3891&lim_beg=0
http://oporaua.org/news/3373-zvit-gromadjanskoji-merezhi-opora-za-rezultatamy-sposterezhennja-v-den-golosuvannja-na-vyborah-narodnyh-deputativ-28-zhovtnja-2012-roku
http://oporaua.org/news/3373-zvit-gromadjanskoji-merezhi-opora-za-rezultatamy-sposterezhennja-v-den-golosuvannja-na-vyborah-narodnyh-deputativ-28-zhovtnja-2012-roku
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the process of acceptance of the electoral documents by the district electoral commissions in major 
regions was badly organized, with the facts of fighting among the representatives of PEC, blocking the 
room of DEC (in Kherson region) etc. There was fixed long queues at DEC in order to the fact that till 
that moment not at all PECs the results of voting were counted and the protocols were filled. 
 
5. The chain of DOS-attacks on the servers of non-governmental organizations which observed the 
elections and of the Central electoral commission; 
In the voting day observers in general had free access to the electoral processes. But at the same time 
the chain of DOS-attacks on the servers of non-governmental organizations which observed the 
elections, the official site of the Central electoral commission and on some informational resources 
were fixed. The representatives of the police did not give their comments yet.  
Also there was some difficulties with adding the results of the elections and of the information from 
the official protocols at the server “Elections”, which had troubles with speed. 
 
6. Violations during the transportation of the electoral documents 
The Committee of the voters of Ukraine at the final report defined, that one of the most widespread 
violation was the violation during the transportation of the electoral documents from PEC to DEC 
without damaging the wholeness of the package and of the electoral documents.   
 
7. Slow process of counting the results 
The majority of non-governmental organizations which observed the electoral campaign in Ukraine 
and elections at 28th of October 2012 fixed, that the process of counting the votes at some divisions  
was organized with violation, was very slow, with incorrect fulfillment of electoral documents, of 
protocols and with disadvantages in organization of the acceptance of the protocols of PEC by DEC. In 
some districts there were fixed switching off the electricity. Events which could and can be observed 
at some particular DECs testify about the tries of someones to distort the results of counting the 
votes. Hot spots of electoral campaign became more than one-third of DECs. 
 
8. Incorrect filling of official protocols about the results of voting 
In some DECs the commission did not accepted the protocols of PECs in order to the fact that they 
were filled incorrectly and should be specified. Among the general mistakes when the protocols were 
composed were: incorrect signs when there were no votes for a candidate of a party, incorrect 
translation or writing the surname of the candidate, missing the stamp sign at some protocols etc.  
There were also some facts when unfilled protocols were signed by the members of commissions, 
such as in Poltava region, DEC № 151 and £144. Only three members of PEC did not signed the 
unfilled document. 
Such high rate of mistakes while filling the electoral protocols testifies about the low qualification of 
the members of the electoral commissions. There should be organized the educational work with that 
members in order to low-down the violations at the elections. 
 
9. General evaluation of the quality of the parliamentary electoral campaign by non-governmental 
organizations 
The majority of non-governmental organizations after the Central electoral commission announced 
the results of the election expressed their general evaluation of the quality of the parliamentary 
electoral campaign. They define elections as free, as the voters had access to use their right to vote 
freely, but as unfair, non-democratic and as that, that not adequately represent the public thought as 
there were fixed a lot of manipulation with electoral lists, bribery of voters, hindrance of the activities 
of the official observers, slow-speed process of counting the results and the facts of pressure on the 
members of electoral commissions when they had signed the final protocols.    

http://www.cvu.org.ua/?lang=ukr&mid=fp&id=3891&lim_beg=0
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CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
The most disturbance of the observers of civic organizations called the cases of violation the 
confidentiality of voting, illegal distribution of bailouts and the cases of centralized transportation of 
the voters to the PEC which was combined with bribery. Artificially organized slow-speed votes 
counting process and low-quality of the general work of electoral commissions testifies against 
fairness of their work and negatively influence on the level of confidence from the social groups to 
the organizers of electoral process. 
One of the important factor of unsuccess of the elections to the parliament was the specific electoral 
law, which proposed mixed system of voting. Due to the fact that because of the falsifications and 
facts of direct bribery of voters by the candidates from one-mandate districts , the process of votes 
counting was so slow. It would be reasonable to return the proportional system as it was in 2006 and 
2007, with introducing the system of open party-lists as such systems recommended itself as the most 
fair and a such which represent proportionally the interests and preferences of Ukrainian electorate.  
In general, the results of elections to the parliament in 2012 witness about adequate representation 
of public choice with the proportional representation system, but also about strong violations of the 
law in the part of FPTP system. It makes it impossible to define this elections as fully democratic.  
 
 
The digest prepared using the results of activity and public monitoring of the electoral process of the 
next non-governmental organizations: 
The Committee of Voters of Ukraine (http://www.cvu.org.ua/); 

 Civil network OPORA (http://oporaua.org/);  

 Association “Spilnyi prostir” (http://www.prostir-monitor.org/); 

 Initiative Electua.org (http://electua.org/); 

 Movement “Chesno” (http://www.chesno.org/); 

 Maydan Monitoring (http://maidanua.org/vybory2012/) and 

 The coalition of electoral initiatives “Dzvin” (http://dzvin.in.ua/). 
 

http://www.cvu.org.ua/
http://www.prostir-monitor.org/
http://electua.org/
http://www.chesno.org/
http://maidanua.org/vybory2012/
http://dzvin.in.ua/

