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SUMMARY 

The next parliament elections will be held in Ukraine less than in two weeks, that is why it is 

important to present the role of NGOs participation in observation on electoral process. This digest 

is called to present positions of: the Committee of Voters of Ukraine (http://www.cvu.org.ua/, 

Public network “Opora” (http://oporaua.org/) and the Association “Spilnii Prostir” 

(http://www.prostir-monitor.org/) which are actively observing the situation with preparation for 

election in Ukraine. Apart from the organizations we have mentioned, there are other initiatives 

which exist in Ukraine for the same mission of observing the process of election to the parliament 

in 2012: The Movement ”Chesno” (http://www.chesno.org/), The Maidan Monitoring 

(http://maidanua.org/vybory2012/) and “Dzvin: the Coalition of Election Initiatives” 

(http://dzvin.in.ua/). 

 

THE MAIN ISSUES ARE: 

 activity of The Central Electoral Commission (below — CEC); 

 a process of forming the district and precinct electoral commissions (below DEC and PEC); 

 a role of the administrative resource during the next elections in providing the equality 

between candidates in access to the registration and the possibility provide political campaign 

at the local level; 

 an equality of access for basic political forces to mass-media.  

 

1. Imperfection of the legislation on electoral process 

It was mentioned in September Report № 5 of The Committee of Voters of Ukraine about the 

observation on process of elections of the people's deputies of Ukraine in 2012. The disadvantages 

of Resolution of CEC № 895 and Law “On Elections of People's Deputies in Ukraine” in part about a 

regulation of the procedures of draw on candidates who will take part in both the DEC and the PEC 

would be the major cause of opacity and fraud in some constituencies and of a promotion for the 

PEC positions the representatives of non-influential parties. It may have negative consequences as 

a reformation of the district and precinct electoral commissions in most constituencies in the 

future. 

 

http://www.cvu.org.ua/
http://oporaua.org/
http://www.prostir-monitor.org/
http://www.chesno.org/
http://maidanua.org/vybory2012/
http://dzvin.in.ua/
http://www.electioninfo.org.ua/index.php?i=1066
http://www.electioninfo.org.ua/index.php?i=1066
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2. Formation of district and precinct electoral commissions 

The terms of conducting a draw and PE formation have been violated by individual district 

electoral commissions: individual parties and candidates were unreasonably restricted from the 

draw; the same persons for the composition of the district electoral commissions were suggested 

by the individual actors of electoral process; in particular cases the draw was conducted in a way 

that allowed predefined candidates to be selected. Information about disadvantages of the 

changed draw procedure as well as about the district electoral commissions formation can be 

found in September report №6 based on the results of the nationwide monitoring prepared by 

Public network OPORA. 

 

3. Peculiarities of the electoral agitation 

The violations of equal opportunities for conduction of political and agitation activity were 

detected by the Public network OPORA as well as by the Committee of Voters of Ukraine. 

Particularly: actors of the electoral process, who are conducting an agitation activity, often do not 

follow the legal requirements but stay unpunished. In most cases, this touches restrictions for the 

illegal participation of officials, foreigners in agitation events, requirements about the places and 

forms of legal agitation activity. So called “black PR” became one of the key instruments of political 

struggle, which is an indicator of sharpened political struggle and unfair competition. In this 

context, movement “Chesno” gave a low mark for the honesty to the majority of highly-ranked 

candidates for the facts of refusal meeting with the voters and labor groups, illegal denunciations 

of contracts about the outdoor advertisement or rent of premises for organization of an agitation 

event. In the same time, representatives of administration and city hall on the local level fostered 

campaigning in public institutions for individual deputies and as well — sent budget resources for 

the agitation purposes and involved subordinates in campaign activities. In September report of 

the Committee of the Voters of Ukraine it was stated that agitation activity of major parties and 

candidates is continuing to narrow down to the spread of populist slogans. 

OPORA recorded a rapid growth of events, intended to prevent the participation of candidates in 

the election campaign. Even though the recorded cases of pressure on the actors of electoral 

process by the law enforcement agencies are episodic and irregular, these facts still cause the 

concerns and destabilize the electoral process in districts.  

 

4. Bribing the voters 

Worth paying attention to the facts of direct and indirect bribery of voters, it was mentioned in the 

reports of both associations. Thus, in the report of the Committee of Voters of Ukraine it was 

determined that since September began a tendency of increasing the direct vote-buying. The 

direct bribery of voters is carrying out mostly by the deputy candidates in single-member 

constituencies, what explains by the high level of votes struggle in cases of the small gap in levels 

of voter support for the main candidates. At the same time even though the number of recorded 

cases of indirect vote-buying has somewhat decreased in comparison to May — August 2012, it 

still was used by individual candidates as a mechanism for mobilization of electorate. In the report 

of OPORA can be found the information about cases of using the charities as a part of voters 

bribing, and about cases of distribution some products and services by the candidates.  

 

http://oporaua.org/news/2710-shostyj-zvit-za-rezultatamy-zagalnonacionalnogo-sposterezhennja-parlamentski-vybory-2012-veresen
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5. Equal access to the media 

According to the public network “OPORA” monitoring, the Committee of Voters of Ukraine and the 

Association “Spilniy prostir”, there were found the facts of unequal percentage representation of 

the main political parties in the Internet, the press and television. Mostly in the Ukrainian media 

space the Party of Regions is mentioned. With a large backlog (almost in twice), second position 

holds the joint opposition "Batkivschyna". In the third place by the number of mentions there are 

independent candidates. Other political forces are evenly divided between the "residual sector" of 

information space. What about the emotions in the messages, in the Internet media space the 

government, the opposition and non-parliamentary forces highlighted rather positive or neutral. 

Most of the negative tonalities can be traced against the ruling party. In the press more loyal 

attitude is to non-parliamentary structures — the number of positive mentions is the largest in 

correlation to the negative. Quite negatively is displayed the activity of both opposition and pro-

governmental forces. The situation is opposite on television — government officials are the 

absolute champions by the number of positive mentions. Quite positive are highlighted the non-

parliamentary representatives. With regard to the opposition, neutral reviews and negative 

comments are dominated. 

 

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

There were mentioned the disadvantages in legislative regulation of CEC activity, the violation of 

the process of formation of DEC and PEC and, besides, the active usage of administrative and 

police resources in restriction of registration particular candidates and limitation of their political 

and agitation campaign. More than that there was fixed unequal percentage representation of 

basic political forces according to the type of mass-media. The highlighted problems and violations 

during the process of preparation for the next elections of people's deputies to the parliament of 

Ukraine in 2012 testify against that fact that this campaign can be named as fair, which does not 

supply obeying the equal opportunities and access of all subjects of electoral process to represent 

the interested social groups. 

The regulation of formal procedures of composing the district and precinct electoral commissions 

and particular aspects of legislation on elections need revising and could have influence on the 

voting results such as distortion for the good of pro-governmental candidates. CEC together with 

other organs of executive power should take supplementary actions to organize better material 

and technical supply of the working conditions of the electoral commissions. Police structures 

should not take any actions which could low down the level of fair competition between the 

parties and the candidates. As non-governmental organizations in theirs' reports mentioned about 

the facts of usage of the administrative and police resources in providing the access to held the 

agitation for pro-governmental candidates, also as the influence on the restriction for some 

oppositional parties' candidates to registration we insist that the nationwide public monitoring 

should be organized in order to low down the violations and to maximize the fair highlighting of 

the preferences of Ukrainian society in the next parliamentary elections.  

 


